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of iteration is remarkable, and libel dies hard. To have
introduced a Peace Budget in 1792, and to have reduced
both army and navy, may argue lack of prescience, but at
least it proves the sincerity of his aversion to war. Even
after the continental war had broken out, Pitt clung to the
hope that Great Britain might not only maintain neutrality,
but might intervene as arbitrator between the combatants.
Such hopes, though generous, were vain, and as the summer
of 1792 deepened into autumn, Pitt's struggles for peace,
though never relaxed, grew sensibly less and less effec-
tive.
On both sides of the Channel passions were rising which
no statesman could control. The republicans in Paris had
challenged all existing Governments, good and bad alike;
they had shown their indifference to existing obligations;
they had proclaimed, in their Decrees, a Revolutionary
crusade; finally, on 21 January 1793, they sent their
sovereign to the scaffold. The execution of Louis XVI,
however inconsequently, roused the war temper of the Eng-
lish people. Chauvelin, who had for some time unofficially
represented the French Government in London, was sent
home, and on i February 1793, the Convention declared
war upon England and Holland, and a month later upon
Spain.
Between 1793 and 1801 the war between England and
France continued without break. Other Powers came in
THE WAR and fell out; coalitions were formed and dis-
OF 1793             solved; treaties of peace were concluded, and
wars were again declared, but all the while the old rivals held
doggedly on. Even the treaty concluded at Amiens (1802)
represented nothing more than a temporary truce ; no real
peace was made until after the final overthrow of Napoleon
in 1815. But not until the beginning of the Peninsular War
(1808) did England play any considerable or continuous part
in the military operations on the Continent. This was Pitt's
deliberate policf , and it has been abundantly vindicated by
the greatest of modern strategists : ' It was economically
wiser, for the purpose of the coalitions/ writes Captain